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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
13, 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 27 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicant's amendment necessitated the 
new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kerns et al. 
(US Patent #5,367,332). 

2. In regard to claim 27, note Kerns discloses a method for operating an electronic 
camera apparatus, comprising the steps of capturing a continuous stream of optical 
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images with an electronic optical sensing apparatus (column 3, lines 17-24), temporarily 
storing image data from said continuous stream of optical images in a circular buffer, 
said circular buffer being continuously overwritten by new image data from said 
continuous stream of optical images (column 3, lines 17-24), making a decision to save 
at least one recently captured image, said decision being made by a human user after 
the at least one recently captured image is captured by said electronic optical sensing 
apparatus, responsive to a user command issued by said human user, said command 
being responsive to making said decision to save at least one recently captured image, 
said command being issued before said at least one recently captured image is 
overwritten in said circular buffer, saving at least some image data from said buffer 
including said at least one recently captured image in a persistent form (column 3, lines 
25-33), and automatically deleting each respective said optical image from said circular 
buffer without saving the respective said optical image in a persistent form if a said 
command issued by said human user for saving the respective said optical image is not 
received before the image is overwritten with subsequently captured image data 
(column 3, lines 17-24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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3. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kerns 
et al. (US Patent # 5,367,332) in view of Scheurich (US Patent # 6,665,453). 

4. In regard to claim 29, note Kerns discloses a method for operating an electronic 
camera apparatus as claimed in claim 27 above. Therefore, it can be seen that Kerns 
fails to disclose that every Nth video frame captured by said optical sensing apparatus 
is stored in said buffer during a respective temporary period, N being a user-selectable 
parameter, wherein at least one user-selectable value of N is greater than 1 . Scheurich 
discloses a controller that stores every Nth video frame captured by said optical sensing 
apparatus in a buffer during a period (column 5, lines 25-30 and figure 7:704 -706, 
every fifth frame is high resolution, and all of the high resolution images are stored; 
combining this with the user-selectability in the Kerns device to select the size of images 
and how often the images are stored, one would reach the claimed invention). 
Scheurich teaches that storing every Nth video frame can reduce the cost of the device 
and the amount of required storage space (column 4, lines 21-30). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the primary device to store 
every Nth video frame in order to reduce the cost of the device and the amount of 
required storage space, as suggested by Scheurich. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 2, 7, 9, 16-24, 28, 34-37 and 40-53 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 
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5. As for claim 1 , the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest the use of a camera 
that simultaneously stores motion in a video storage medium and to temporarily store 
video frames in a buffer memory at a higher resolution until a user command is received 
to save a user-selectable portion of the buffer in a persistent form by displaying the 
contents of the buffer on the display of the camera, and receiving a user selection of 
image data to be saved, wherein if the user command is not received before a pre- 
determined event, the contents of the buffer are automatically deleted, without saving, 
by the controller. 

6. As for claim 16, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method for 
operating a camera that simultaneously stores motion in a video storage medium and to 
temporarily store video frames in a buffer memory at a higher resolution until a user 
command is received to save a user-selectable portion of the buffer in a persistent form, 
wherein the image data in the buffer is continuously overwritten by new image data if 
the user command is not received. 

7. Claim 28 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. As for claim 34, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest the use of a program 
product for controlling a camera that simultaneously stores motion in a video storage 
medium and to temporarily store video frames in a buffer memory at a higher resolution 
until a user command is received to save a user-selectable portion of the buffer in a 
persistent form by displaying the contents of the buffer on the display of the camera, 
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and receiving a user selection of image data to be saved, wherein if the user command 
is not received before a pre-determined event, the contents of the buffer are 
automatically deleted, without saving, by the controller. 

9. As for claim 45, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest the use of a camera 
that simultaneously stores motion in a video storage medium and to temporarily store 
video frames in a buffer memory at a higher resolution until a user command is received 
to save a user-selectable portion of the buffer in a persistent form by displaying the 
contents of the buffer on the display of the camera, and receiving a user selection of 
image data to be saved, wherein if the user command is not received before a pre- 
determined event, the contents of the buffer are automatically deleted, without saving, 
by the controller. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chriss S. Yoder, III whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7323. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

CSY 

May 15, 2006 
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